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Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

Pastor’s Pondering – November 2023   “The Tradition of Worship” 

I turned on my computer to write this article and, of course, had to make sure 
first and foremost that Facebook didn’t have anything important happening. 
Wouldn’t you know it, the meme on the opening screen said this: Tradition is just 
peer pressure from dead people. My first thought was, “That’s a terrible thing to 
say!” My second thought was, “What’s wrong with learning from those who went 
before us?”  This whole year we’ve been talking about stewardship which, in the 
context of the Church, is about the management of everything God created in the 
beginning. There’ve been a lot of people who have preceded us in this work and 
we’ve learned from all of them!   
 
One good example of this is in the “stewardship of worship.” A couple months 
ago I wrote about how worship (worth-ship) is about knowing and showing the 
wholeness and holiness of God’s image in each of us. We often come to “know” 
God-with-us through the tough parts of life, those times when we simply can’t 
cope but experience God’s presence, forgiveness, and love as the foundation on 
which we can take a next step.  We “show” it through praise and prayer in our 
everyday life. The world sees it most clearly when we gather together in worship. 
A pastoral leader is privileged and blessed to look out at the congregation and see 
when this knowing comes together with showing in a strong and vulnerable way; 
someone who has just come through a tough illness or maybe the loss of a loved 
one displays such dependence on Jesus during worship. At other times in life, 
faces display the busyness, stresses, concerns, and frustration of daily life. Yet, 
each face says, “You are God, I am not, help me to value You above all else!”  
 
Here’s where I think tradition makes a big difference. Through 2000 years of 
following Jesus and the 1000+ years of worship before that which centered on the 
throne of the Tabernacle in the temple, we have honed how best to help people 
to truly enter the mindset of worship. This has nothing to do with whether the 
music of a worship service is done by guitar/drums or organ (once upon a time, 
organs were the latest and greatest new instrument!). It has everything to do with 
how, throughout the history of the Church, we have determined patterns/actions 
that lead into a mindset of worship. Basically those actions are: 



 

 

• gathering in confession (Take off your shoes, Moses, this is holy ground!)  

• hearing the Word proclaimed deeply (How can people believe if they don’t 
hear the Word?) 

• eating the holy meal together (Do this in remembrance of Me!) 

• being blessed to go out with Good News (We proclaim Christ crucified...and 
risen for US!). 

  
This pattern not something that needs to be recreated in each generation. It is 
given by God in scripture and polished through practical use. It is meant to be 
stewarded and that’s why your pastor, your SAMs, and your musicians put time 
and thought and prayer into crafting worship services. And, yes, we do feel the 
“peer pressure of dead people” because we value how Christian leaders down 
through the life of the Church have faithfully honed the actions that help 
everyday people across time and place enter into worship: knowing God’s 
presence and showing the world the source and ground of true life. 
 
I can offer a practical example of the value of tradition from our trip to Germany. 
(You’ll probably get tired of hearing about our trip but it was sooooo cool!)  The 
signs outside of Lutheran churches list the time of “Messe.” Yes, the service is still 
called a “Mass” in German/Evangelical churches!  If it sounds Catholic, it’s 
because Luther appreciated the order of worship used in his time known as the 
Formula missae (Form of the Mass) and we continue to this day to use it. The 
musical settings, the amount of congregational singing, the format of prayers, the 
language in which it is conducted, even the order of things---all these details are 
freely flexible to best connect with the worshippers. But the order for traditional 
worship still stands, based in scripture and tradition! 
 
If we have any clear view of heaven, I think we find it in Rev. 4-5. There we see all 
of creation circled around the throne of God where we find the Lamb slain yet 
risen. Praise and confession is seen as creation bows before God. You see, while 
worship might come from our past, it is meant for our future! This is one thing 
that we steward that will NEVER pass away! 
 
Worshipping with you, SAM Jeannine 
  



 

 

 

• Fellowship, coffee and donuts every Sunday morning at 

10:30 a.m. 

• Morning Coffee with Pastor on Facebook at 10:30 a.m. 

• Tuesdays with Pastor & Tom on Facebook at 10:30 a.m. 

• Bible Study on Zoom Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

• Designing Women Thursday’s at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual congregational budget meeting will be held 

Sunday, November 12th following service.  Please plan on 

attending!!  Thank you. 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 

12TH FOLLOWING 

WORSHIP SERVICE 



 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

We do not speak of the 

relationship between 

Calvary & Mndani Parish in 

Tanzania enough.  The 

relationship was recently 

renewed and including 

Christ Lutheran as a partner 

with us.  The church is a 

global church, and we are 

members of it and this 

relationship is a reminder to 

us that there are people in 

that far away land praying 

for us.  Here is a copy of the 

agreement that was 

established in May.  Our 

thanks go out to Megan 

O’Brien of Luther Home of 

Mercy who represented our 

congregations to Pastor 

Maynard Kipyali of Mndani.  

Pray for this partnership.  

Pray for our brothers and 

sisters in Africa, as they 

most assuredly are praying 

for us. 

Peace, 

Pastor Bob 

MNDANI  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Altar Care-  

We continue looking for volunteers to help 

with Altar Care!  Basic weekly duties are 

changing paraments as needed, set-up 

communion and clean up after service 

Please let Paula know if you can help. Her 

phone number is 419-320-0514. 

 

 

Prayer Chain  

Are you or a loved one in need of prayer?  Calvary’s Prayer Chain will be 

most happy to pray for you/them.  The person does not need to be a member 

of Calvary.  We include everyone in need of prayer!  To start a prayer for 

yourself or someone else, call Charlene at 419-836-1999.  When the person 

no longer needs our prayers, we would appreciate knowing that as well.  If 

you would like to be a prayer warrior, please call me at 419-836-1999.  Many 

thanks & blessings.  Charlene Hoot 

Flower Chart 

The 2024 Flower Chart is on the 

wall in the narthex across from 

the office.  The cost of the 

flowers will be $30.00.  Flowers 

are put on the altar for the 

Glory of God 

 



 

 

 

SERVICE HELPERS NEEDED!! 

 There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board across from the office for 

anyone interested in Assisting the Pastor, Reading lessons or Greeting friends & 

guests on Sunday mornings.   

 Please contact Clione Schneider if you have any questions. 

 

 

REMEMBER OUR HOME BOUND 
 

• Eleanor Sheronick, 3445 Fleitz Road, Oregon, OH  43616 

• Marlene Fouty-Ehrsam, 2466 Luther Hills Circle #66, Oregon, OH  43616 

• Mary McLaughlin, 30630 Drouillard Road, Lot 168, Walbridge, OH 43465 

• Janie Kollarik, 30630 Drouillard Road, Lot 9, Walbridge, OH 43465 

 

In our Prayers 

Jill Cousino, Bob Joehlin, Marlene Ehrsam, Paulette Colombo,  

Eleanore Sheronick, Don Koenig, Beverly McIntosh, Emily Hyder-

Jasinski, Ava Burkey, Jon Schwandner, Dan Pfouts, Craig Lake, Katie 

Glenn,  Dee Mutchler, William Putnam, Logan Murphy,  Wendy 

Kimble, Lisa Baker, Terry Murray, Dan Skadeland, Betty Messling, 

Duane Ralston, Shirley Loy, Paul Goodman and Angie Mazey Noesen. 

 



 

 

 

 

      
    

  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Loaves and Fishes  Our “Loaves 

and Fishes” ministry has a facilitator:  

Parish Nurse, Jackie Langlois.  When 

anyone in the congregation is 

temporarily home bound because of an 

illness or surgery we try to provide 

meals for about a week.  If you are 

willing to prepare a meal or would be 

willing to make calls please call 

Jackie at 419-779-6283.  You do NOT 

have to prepare a gourmet, they can 

either be home cooked, deli or store 

bought.  As always your help would be 

greatly appreciated. 

A HUGE Calvary 

Welcome to our 

newest member 

Sue Mazey!    

 



 

 

 
 

 

Michael Toneff  

 

Katharine Heintchel, Donna Sandwisch, Norma Rymers, Susan 

Hathaway, George & Wendy Kimble, Dennis Toneff. 

 

 

L. James Schneider 

 

Barry & Ann Ramlow, Gwen Neundorfer, Dolores Mutchler, Vel 

Campbell, Mary Jane Joehlin, Larry & Gerry Dominique, Clifford & 

Madonna Bury, Terry & Sandy Murray, George & Wendy Kimble, John 

Jenkins, Carol Corl, Greg & Laverne Edwards, Lucille 

Householder, Ken Orris, Ed & Sharon Schneider, Don & Diane 

Greelese, Marlene Ehrsham. 

 
   
 

 

MEMORIAL 

DONATIONS 



 

 

 

Coming Up … November 
 

Nov. 7
th

  lAST DAY TO ORDER POINSETTIAS 

NOV. 11TH  FIRST COMMunion CLASS @ 

CHRIST 1:00 PM 

Nov. 12th  budget congregational mtg 

   Following worship service 

Nov. 18th  first communion class @ 

   Calvary - bake bread 10:30 am 

Nov. 18th  thanksgiving basket distribution 

Nov. 19th  first communion 

Nov. 22nd Thanksgiving service @ stony  

    Ridge 7:00 pm 

 Coming Up … DECember 
 

DEC. 4TH   Angel tree gifts will be delivered to 

   Luther home of mercy 

 

Dec. 13th    Christmas caroling to our homebound 

Meet at calvary 5:00 pm (all are invited) 

Dec. 16th  live nativity @ christ 4-8 pm 

   (cows, sheep, lambs and a donkey!) 

 



 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Tom & Gina Susor  November 13th   30 years 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November Birthday’s 

Ryan Hotmer  11/2 
Cami Corl   11/3 
Bob Laforme  11/3 
Sherry Koenig  11/4 
Emery Wulf   11/7 
Ellen Laforme  11/10 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Monthly Financial 

Activity 

 
Balance end August  $4,863.61 

 

Total income August:   $12,444.64 

  With shared cost 

  

Total expenses:      $9,053.65 

 

 

Council notes: 

September 2023 meeting 

 

*Pastor’s Report:  Reminder Build-A-

Bed is October 14, 2023.  Provided 

first communion class schedule.  

Thanksgiving basket distribution 

November 18, 2023. 

 

*Old Business:  Budget committee was 

established.  Discussed Christmas 

Eve service schedule. 

 

*New Business: Trunk or Treat 

October 21, 2023 3:00 to 5:00.  Gwen 

will arrange for Angel Tree.  

Discussed Christmas Caroling, Live 

Nativity with Christ Evangelical and 

a Progressive Dinner. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

FINANCIALS 

   Calvary has online and 

mobile options for giving.  

You can set up an account 

through the church office to 

give weekly, monthly or 

other options.  You can also 

set up an online account by 

going to our website and 

clicking on the online giving 

button.  

   You also have the option 

of giving and signing up with 

your phone or mobile 

device by downloading the 

Vanco mobile app. 

    If you would like 

assistance in doing any of 

this, please contact the 

church office. 

  Thank You! 

  

ONLINE GIVING 



 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

   Office open 
10:00-2:00 

Coffee with 
Pastor 10:30 

Zoom Bible 
Study 7:00  

Office open 
10:00-2:00 

Coffee with 
Pastor 10:30 

  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Fellowship 
10:30 

Worship 11:00 

Coffee with 
Pastor 10:30 

Office open 
10:00-2:00 

Quilters 10:00 
Coffee with Tom 
Susor & Pastor 
10:30 

Office open 10: 
-2:00 

Coffee with 
Pastor 10:30 

Zoom Bible 
Study 7:00. 

Office open 
10:00-2:00 

Coffee with 
Pastor 10:30 

 1st Communion 
Class at Christ 
1:00 

Scrapbooking/ 

Card Club  11-4 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Fellowship 
10:30 

Worship 11:00 

Budget Mtg. 
Noon 

 

Coffee with 
Pastor 10:30 

Office open 
10:00-2:00 

Quilters 10:00 
Coffee with Tom 
Susor & Pastor 
10:30 

Office open 10: 
-2:00 

Coffee with 
Pastor 10:30 

Zoom Bible 
Study 7:00  

Office open 
10:00-2:00 

Coffee with 
Pastor 10:30 

 1st Communion 
Class at Calvary 
10:30  

Thanksgiving 
Basket distribution 

19 20 21 8 23 24 25 

Fellowship 
10:30 

First 
Communion 
Worship 11:00 

Coffee with 
Pastor 10:30 

Council 
Meeting 
7:00 

Office open 
10:00-2:00 

Quilters 10:00 
Coffee with Tom 
Susor & Pastor 
10:30 

Office open 10: 
-2:00 

Coffee with 
Pastor 10:30 

Zoom Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m. 

Thanksgiving 
Day 

Office Closed 

  

                                     
26 

Fellowship 
10:30 

Worship 11:00 

                                       
27 

Coffee with 
Pastor  10:30                                 

                                                   
28 

Office open 
10:00-2:00 

Quilters 10:00 
Coffee with Tom 
Susor & Pastor 
10:30                                              

                                                
29                                                                                                 
Office open 10: 
-2:00 

Zoom Bible 
Study 7:00                                                   

                                            
30 

 Office open 
10:00-2:00                   

31  

 
 

November 

2023            
     

 



 

 

 


